CHANGING THE COLLEGE DAY
Rationale
1. To enable more effective learning by having longer lessons, including allowing us to do more work on our ASK (Attitudes, Skills, Knowledge) curriculum.

2. To reduce wasted time though excessive student movement (an OFSTED issue from the past).

3. To allow teachers to have high quality Continuous Professional Development sessions in quality time.

Proposal

1. From September 2011 we aim to adopt 80 minute lessons as being the norm, compared with our current 50 minute length.

2. We shall have a 38 period fortnightly timetable instead of our current 60 period fortnightly timetable.

3. We shall begin and finish school at the same time each day except Tuesday afternoons.

4. Tuesday afternoon will finish at 1.30pm (except for some Sixth Form lessons that will continue until 2.05pm).

5. Tuesday afternoon will be used for staff development sessions, focusing on strengthening the skills of our teaching staff, working either in departments or across the college.

6. We are able to finish earlier but keep approximately the same amount of teaching time by reducing the length of morning breaks and lunchtimes.

7. For those students whose parents want them to stay on Tuesday afternoons we shall have a range of activities run by support staff members, including:

Homework club

Library book reading club

Art club

Design Technology club

Digital media club

Peer mentoring

ICT club

Home cooking club

Music clubs

Sports activities

Parents would sign up for them at the end of this academic year if they wish to have their children staying on Tuesday afternoons.

